I
THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
from the landing of julius caesar (55 b.c.) to the
landing of st augustine (a,d. 597)
PAGAN ENGLAND
The Roman Empire, England begins as a province of the
Roman Empire. From that origin did she develop. All our
institutions, instruments, laws, building, and writing derive
from the Roman civilization, of which we are still a depart-
ment.
To understand what England is, therefore, and how it came
to be what it is, we must begin with the great Roman state in
which this country, like all the rest of Europe, is rooted.
Now, the Roman Empire came about thus* At the beginning
of our civilization, between three thousand and two thousand
years ago (say 800-50 b.c.), there stood round the Mediterranean
Sea a number of cities and states. Some were quite small-
only a town and enough land around it to feed it—some much
larger and forming kingdoms* There were the Greek cities
and their colonies in Southern France and Southern Italy and
Asia Minor, and there were the Syrian states and cities, in-
cluding the Jewish state and Jerusalem, and the Kingdom of
Egypt on the long, narrow valley of the Nile, and the colonies
from Syria in Carthage and its neighbourhood (where Tunis
is now) and the parts of Eastern Spain all the way to the Straits
of Gibraltar, and the cities and states of Italy,
Of these cities of Italy, with their land round each, the most
remarkable was Rome. It lay right in the middle of all this
civilised part, and gradually by conquest and alliances began
to group it all together, But before this happened, and while
all these various cities and states were separate, they had one
thing in common, which we call Civilization. They built in
stone, carved statues, wrote, established records, and had
inscribed laws* From this old civilization of the Mediterranean
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